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Specify items for sale and terms 



Specify start time, end time, and 
minimum bid increment 



^ Auction start^^ 



Set an auction threshold for 
triggering an automatic extension for 
the auction 



Receive bids from remote bidders 
via the distributed computer network 



Analyze the received bids to 
determine whether a predetermined 
number of bids are received within a 
predetermined time of the auction 
end time (e.g., the Threshold) 




Automatically ' 
extend the duration 
of the auction 



Set a new auction 
end time 
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Notify the auction 
participants of the 
new end time 
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